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For More Information ... 

Contac(s.: 
If you have any questions or comments about the environmen
tal res,toration activities, please let us knowl 

Jim Chambers -
BRAG Environmental Coordinator 

(508) "1;96-3835 

Rev. Phil Goff 
Community RAB member 

(508) 772-2044 . 

' Heidi Roddis 
, Community RAB member 

(617) 259-9500 

. , Restoration Advisory Board meetings . 
are held on the first Thursday of each 
month. Contact the BRAG Environ
mental Office for details. 

BRAG Environmental Coordinator 
Devens Reserve Forces Training Area 

---...AFZD~BEC, Box 1 
_Devens, MA01432 

/ 

Printed on recycled paper. 
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Information Repositories: 
Documents relating to the ~nvironn,ental cleanup and restora
tion program at Devens are available for public review at tfie 
following information repositories: 

Ayer Public Library 
26 E. Main Street 
Ayer, MA -
(508) 772-2257 

Harvard Public.Library 
Fairbank Street 
Harvard, MA ' 
(508)456-4114 

Lancaster Public Library 
Main Street ' -
Lancaster, MA 
(508) 368-8928 • 

Ha_zen Memorial Ubr.ary 
6 Lancaster Road 
Sbirley, MA 
(508) 425-2620 , 

( ~Ot_fpeurfk,) PV.A-tt. T!Vl ?r-
.----. _________________ f _A-______ c,_3_!1_3....,. '!"19' 

A -Quarterly Environmental Newsletter 

Enyironniental .update 
BRAC Environmental Office 
Devens Reserve Forces Training Area Number 11, Summer 1997 

Environmenta·I .Site Synop$is 
Summer '97 Site Numbers Looking Good! 

,,. 
At the beginning pf this fiscal year (October 1996) we reported 
that cleanup decisions at several sites were rolling in and-that 
significant progress was being made in our overall program. 
Now, at the endoffiscal year 1997, and looking head to FY1998, 

1 our numbers continue to show steady_progress! • 

Over the last year, the BRAG Cleanup Team.has focused on 
many issues, including cleanup options for a number of land

devoted to assessing appropriate and cost-effective cleanup 
options for several landfills (see RAB Update on page 3). Here 

~ 

is a quick look at several recent activities and what lies ahead 
for the BRAG Cleanup Team and RAB. 

Baseline Bioremediation Report for 
AOCs 43G and 43J 

fills located throughout the Devens property. Two sites, Areas As previously reported, the Army's selected cleanup action for· 
of Concern (AOCs) 43G • • ·these two sites is a tech'-. 
and 43J, have gone ------------------------ nplogyknownasintrinsic · 
through the cqmplete Environmental Site Status bioremediation {for more 
.lean up process, with information, see Environ-

cleanup decisions being _July 1.997 Further work mental Update, Numbers 
finalized in a Record of to be done 7 and 8). Using this tech-
Decision (ROD). Further- 14% nology, fuel-relat_ed 
more, approval of two ad- No Further ·chemicals are changed 
ditional RODs_ are pend- Action Pending into safer substances by 
ing for AOC 63AX and 16% naturally~occ1,1rring organ-
AOCs 32 and 43A. is07s tbat are found in the 

Also in_ the past.year, no 
further action (NFA) deci
sions have been approved 
for 14 additional sites, to
taling 227 sites that h~ve 
been evaluated and re
moved from the cleanup 
program. Of all the sites 
ir.ivestigated, more than 
70% have been deter
mined to pose no signifi~ 
cant environmental risk, 
and have been approved 

Sites Evaluated 
1

: 324 
No further Action Approved: 227 
No Further Action Pending: 53 

No Further Acfibn 
70% 

Sites Requiring Further Work: 44 
Sites with Final RODs: 11 

. Ongoing lnvestigation/Remova_l: 33 

Additional sites are being evaluated under the 
installation-wide studies. 

, J 

groundwater. 

As part of the ROD, the 
Army will perform an In
trinsic Remediation As
sessment {IRA) to evalu-_ 
ate the effectiveness of 

. this selected remedy. In 
a step-by-step process, 
the technical team will 
collect the information 
necessary in the field in 
ord~r to perform the as
sessment 

I for NFA by the BRAG . , Cleanup Team. _______________________ __. 
One of the ffrst steps is. 

to compile available information in a baseline report so that 
future data may be compared to a baseline data set. Also, it 
is important to make sure that the right data are being col
lected for the assessment. If additiohal data are necessary, 
the BRAG Cleanup Team can then modify the approach as 

As we complete many activities, and the number of sites that 
. equire additional action continue_s to get smaller, ther9i is still 
much work to do! Challenges cor;itinue to face the BRAG 
Cleanup Team and th_e Devens community. Several Restora: 
tio["! Advisory Board (RAB) meetings and much time have been ~~~- • • 



In July, a draft Baseline Intrinsic Remediation Report was is
sued. In this report the results of several initial tasks are're~ 
ported. These completed tasks include: 

• a soil and free product assessment at AOC 43G, 
Area 2; 

• bedrock monitoring well installation at AOC 43J; 

• initial groundwater sampling; 

• fate ar,d transport modeling for benzene, 
ethylbenzene; toluene, and xylenes; and • 

• trend analysis for total petroleum hydrocarbons. 

Subsequent sampling rounds and results will be compiled in 
individual data reports, an annual report, the IRA report, and a 
long-term groundwater monitoring work plan. The bas~line re
port is available in the Information Repositorie~Jor public re
view. 

Final Cleanup Plans at AOC 32 and 
AOC 43A 

,,. In June 1997 a proposed plan for the Defense Reutilization
1 

and 
Marketing Office Yard (DRMO) (AOC 32J and the Petroleum, 
Oils, and Lubricants (POL) Storage Area (POL) (AOC 43A) 
was mailed to individuals on our mailing list. The proposed 
plan, summarized the Army's proposal for site cleanup and 
requested the public''s review. In the plan·, cleanup options are 
addressed for three areas: 

• DRMO soils; 

• groundwater in the area of the DRMO Yar-d and 
PO[ storage area; and 

• groundwater to the east in the vicinity of under-
ground storage tank #13. 

Forsoils in the DRMO Yard that are con~ 
laminated with PCBs, metals, and 
POL products, the Army 
proposed digging them up 
and 9isposing of the soils 
offsite in an appropriat~ 
facility. For groundwater, 
the Army proposed natu-
ral attenuation and monitoring at the sites. 

A public meeting was held on July 17th_to present these op
tions to the community. The cleanup plan is expected to be 
finalized with the Record of Decision signed early this Fall. 

Pr':'posed Plan for AOC 63AX 
In Jun·e 1997 a proposed plan for AOC 63AX was i~sued and 
sent to individuals on our mailing list. After completion of 
earlier removal actions, the Army proposes No Further Action 
at this site. Because conta.minated soil ar1d an underground 
storage tank have been removed, the continuing source of 
groundwater contamination has been eliminated: Therefore, 
AOC 63AX poses no unacceptable risks to human health or 
the environment. A ROD is expected to be signed in late 
summer or early fall. 

Removal Action at AOC 69W 
The Army is planning a removal action at AOC 69W in the 

1 vicinity of the Devens elementary school. During the remedial 
investigation at this site, soils were foand to be coritaminate,., 
with fuel. The Army will excavate soils in and around the schOl. 
where fuel products were observed. The re.moval action is ex-
pected to occur this fall. -
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Remedial Investigation at AOC 50 
Scientists and engin~ers c:ontinue to put the environmental 
picture together at Building 3803, Jhe former Parachute 
Shakeout Tower, located on the former Moore Airfield, De
tailed field studies during the Remedial Investigation (RI) have 
collected data about site conditions and contaminants, which 
include trichloroethane (a dry cleaning fluid). The data show 
that groundwater flow in the area is extremely complex. As 
the technical team better understands groundwater flow and 
determines how. contamin_ants are transported by the ground
water, risks to the environment and human heath can be esti
mated during the Risk Asse&sment (for more information on 
risk assessments, see Environmental Update, Number 8, Fall 

1 1996). The draft RI report, including the Risk Assessment, is 
expected to be completed this Fall! 

-, 
Bureau of Prisons and _other Property 

• Transfers 

2 

Property o.n the Main Post was formally transferred from the 
Army to the Bureau of Prisons (BOP) on June 26, 1997. Ar 
you may be aware, construction of the BOP's Federal Medica, 
Center is underway and progressing on this parcel. Other 
property transfers are also on the way, including the property 

' , 

transfer to the Department of Labor. As a matter of fact, the 
construction of the Job Corps Center on this property has al
ready oegun! Findings of Suitability to Transfer (FOSTs) and 
Environmental Condition of Property assessments for these 

tes and other~ .. are currently in the review process and are· 
expected to be finalized by the end of 1 ~97. • 

.· Environmental Monitoring at Several 
Sites 
As part of the final cleanup plans, or RODs, the Army will. 
monitor groundwater and environmental conditions at several 
sites. Monitoring helps the Army make sure that their cleanup 
a.ption is working and that site contaminants are not continu
ing to move in the environment. The Monitoring Plan for the 
South Post Impact Area is currently being implemented, and 
the first round of groundwater sampling and monitoring at 
Barnum Road will be completed this fall. 

Work also continues on collecting and evaluating data at 
Shepley's Hill LandfilL At this site, data has.been collected 
for approximately two years. The annual report for 1996 that 

• details sampling and landfill monitoring ~esults is available for 
public review in th'e Information Repositories (see back page 
for locations). .. 

,,. 
Devens RFTA Integrated Natural 
Resource Ma.nagement Plan 

·,e Army is completing a draft version of its Integrated Natural 
r{esource Management Plan for the installation. The purpose 
o_f the plan is to provide a framework for managing and preserv
ing Devens RFTA vast natural resources over thi3 next five years. 

Effective Management Approach 

Outdoor 
Recreation 

Wildlife 

Military 

- Forestry 

Environmental 
Monitoring 

, Primarily dealing with the South Post, the plan reflects the 
newest -policies in resource management by setting forth a 
comprehensive and holistic approach tQmanaging our natural 
resources. The plan integrates forestry, wildlife management, 
outdoor recreation, and environmental monitoring considerations 
into ari effective management approach. It sets forth il!st what 

·e Army will be doing over the next five years to conserve and 
(Jrotect these resources while carrying out its military mission 
on the Devens RFTA In the Fall, the public wfll be invited to 
review the plan and provide any comments to the Army. 
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Future RAB Meetings 
• Thursday, Septemb~r4, 1997, 6:00 pm 

Thursday, October 2, 1997, 6:00 pm 

\.. 

r 
RAB Update 
The May RAB meeting was an open forum to discuss the Landfill 
'Remediation options for Deven_s. Poster displays presented 
information on each landfill site. Attendees reviewed informa
tion and discussed options with technical specialists in an 
informal setting. Jim Chambers, BRAC Environmental Coordi
nator, led a general discuss.ion about the process. Approxi
mately 40 interested community members attended the meet
ing, received handouts, and provided comments (o the Army 
and regulatory agencies. 

RAB members encourage you to get involved. Come to a 
meeting to get your questions answered or contact one of your 
neighbors who participate on the board (see back page). If 
you're interested in RAB membership, come to the next meet
ing or contact Jim_ Chambers at 796-3835. New members_are 
always welcome! As a new member, you wou(d serve [l im
portant role as a direct liaison frorn your community to the 
Devens RFTA environmental cleanup program! . .. 

RAB Meetings are now herd at: 
Devens Reserve Forces Training Area 
Command Headquart,rs 
31 Qu~bec Street, Building 679 

All RAB meetings are open to the public, and 
interested community members are encouraged 
to attend. For more-information on RAB meet
ings, call Jim Chambers at (50~) 796-3835. 
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